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Apr. 5 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development Organization
April 5, 2000

Dear lllll:
I transmit herewith the 6-month report re-

quired under the heading ‘‘International Organi-
zations and Programs’’ in title IV of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 1996 (Public Law
104–107), relating to the Korean Peninsula En-
ergy Development Organization (KEDO).

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., ranking mem-

ber, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; Ted
Stevens, chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Appropriations;
Mitch McConnell, chairman, and Patrick Leahy,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Rules and
Administration; Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman,
and Sam Gejdensen, ranking member, House
Committee on International Relations; and C.W.
Bill Young, chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking
member, House Committee on Appropriations;
and Sonny Callahan, chairman, and Nancy Pelosi,
House Committee on Foreign Operations, Export
Financing and Related Programs.

Remarks to Corporate Leaders on the One America Initiative
April 6, 2000

Thank you. Let me begin by welcoming all
of you here and thanking our previous speakers.
I thank Ben Johnson for making sure I won’t
be alone to turn the lights out at the end of
my tenure here—[laughter]—and for what you
can see is his evident passion for his work. I
don’t know if I’ve ever heard anybody tell a
centipede joke before. [Laughter] I grew up in
a place when I was a kid where I could collect
centipedes, scorpions, brown recluse spiders, all
kinds of snakes. I never thought they were very
funny before. [Laughter] But he made it funny.

I want to thank George Fisher for his leader-
ship on this and so many other issues. I have
really loved working with him over the course
of my Presidency. And I want to thank Duane
Ackerman for what he said. We didn’t know
each other very well until I started on this whole
new markets tour, which is an important part
of building one America, giving everybody a
chance to participate in our prosperity. And I
realized that he had come, like me, from pretty
modest circumstances to a very high position,
and he never forgot where he came from. And
he’s interested in giving all people a chance
to be a part of it, and I am grateful.

I was looking at these two leaders of our
business community and looking at many of you
out here with whom I had the privilege to work,
and it made me feel very proud of my country
and very confident of our future success.

I’d like to thank the members of the adminis-
tration who are here: Secretary of Labor Alexis
Herman; our FCC Chair, Bill Kennard; and the
front row here has a whole lineup of our White
House stars. I thank them for all being here
and for their commitment to this work.

As Ben said, this is the third time we have
brought key leaders to the White House to talk
about the role of specific elements in American
society for building one America. Last year we
had a distinguished group of lawyers here who
answered our call to use the power of the legal
profession not only to fight discrimination and
empower citizens who want to do the same but
to have their law firms reflect the legal causes
that lawyers have been fighting for, for decades
in this country, and I appreciated that. Last
month we had a coalition of religious leaders
here who pledged the power of faith in our
ongoing efforts. Today we recognize that cor-
porate America is an equally, perhaps even more
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